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to no single person. The social pact, reduced to its essentials,
is the same everywhere: " Each one of us places in common
his person and all his power under the supreme direction of
the general will, and we receive into the association every
member as an indivisible part of the whole \et nous recevons
en corps chaque membre comme partie indivisible du tout]." This
act produces an association, moral and collective. Every
individual, every citizen, has thus a double relation: as member
of the sovereign towards the individual citizens; as member
of the state towards the sovereign.1
The chief magistracy in different states is called by different
names—king, president, council, or assembly; but it is not
sovereign, for sovereignty belongs to the people. In general,
democratic government is suitable for small states, aristocratic
for medium states, monarchical for great states.2
There is an inherent and inevitable vice which from the
moment of the birth of the body politic tends to destroy it;
this is individual will (or self-interest), ceaselessly striving
against the general will. It is this that changes the constitution
and makes the tyranny of governments, the oppressing of the
sovereign people by the prince. The degeneracy of a state
comes from this breaking down of the original contract, this
departure from the primal nature of the state. tlt is the natural
and inevitable decline of all Governments, until their abuses
end in dissolution and anarchy. The body politic, like the
body of a man, begins to die at its birth, and carries in itself
the causes of its destruction.3
Liberty and the exercise of the sovereignty of the people
are the life of the state. In tracing things back to the first
times of nations one would find that the majority of ancient
Governments, even monarchic, like those of the Macedonians
and Franks, had assemblies of the whole people. And if a
thing has already existed it must be considered possible now.
The cooling of love of country, the activity of private interest,
1	Du Control social., Book I, Chapter VI.
2	Ibid., Book III, Chapter III.
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